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Many urban centers have the alien invasive Rose-

ringed Parakeet (Psittacula krameri). It is a

beautiful bird, however they are very

destructive, occur in large numbers, and out compete native species. They are listed on South
Africa’s National List of Invasive Bird Species in the top ten. They are believed to have been
introduced through the pet trade and the population established in the 1970s.

Any future efforts to eradicate or control the invasive parakeet population will
require public education and awareness. We should encourage the public to favour and
appreciate our Cape Parrots over the problematic parakeets. Participation in the CPBBD is
one such way so we encourage our volunteers to make their participation known and invite

others who are keen to join.

Rose-ringed Parakeet Cape Parrot
(Psittacula krameri) (Poicephalus robustus)
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Parrot updates
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Successful breeding in captivity

Cape Parrots are cavity nesters and there were previous initiatives to supply the wild population with
nesting sites. This failed as the parrots were fussy and bees preferred the nest boxes more. We have
yet to fully understand what the wild Cape Parrots are looking for in terms of nesting sites. Pictured
above is another successful breeding attempt from one of the Cape Parrot captive breeders. The
aviculturists mix science and art to make these parrots comfortable enough to breed the next
generation. All the progeny and trade will be recorded on the studbook to maintain a healthy captive

population. It is always good to see the captive Cape Parrot population doing well.
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Parrot trade 1 Bolivia

In March 2025, an article was published in Biological Conservation titled “The hidden
dimension of poaching: A novel survey method shows that local demand for pets largely outnumbers
domestic and international trade of neotropical parrots”. The article was about the threat of
international wildlife trade, specifically illegal markets and domestic trade, to parrot species. They
focused on the impact of poaching to satisfy the demand for pets in local communities.

The study was done in Bolivia and it was a novel survey design assessing various aspects of the
market. They estimated 300,000-500,000 individual parrots from various species were poached in a
year, which was higher than compared with the main market trade and double that of the total
number of parrots legally exported from Bolivia since 1979. They reasoned that this high number of
annual captures were because of a high turnover rate of pets. The parrots are kept in poor
conditions and often die within two years. Owners poach the parrots themselves so the pets are
replaced at minimal financial cost.

The authors suggest that this survey method could apply to other countries where domestic

trade in various taxa occur in illicit markets as it shows the total number, spatial extent and actors

involved in wildlife poaching. They emphasize that understanding this lesser studied aspect of trade

will help with designing effective conservation actions in countries where this occurs.

Romero-Vidal, et al. (2025). The hidden dimension of poaching: A novel survey method shows that local demand for pets largely
outnumbers domestic and international trade of neotropical parrots. Biological Conservation, 303, 111029.

Kept as local pets

Caught in the wild 256,000
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X700 Sold in Los Pozos
4 market
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Traded to Santa Cruz = (Sold in Los Pozos marketx 100) / 20

Caught in the wild = (Traded to Santa Cruz x 100) /12

Fig. 2. Estimation of the number of parrots poached annually in Bolivia, knowing the percentage of those traded from the catchment
areas to Santa Cruz de la Sierra and, from these, the percentage sold in the Los Pozos market and the actual numbers sold in this
market. Observed values are in red, while calculated estimates are in blue. The simple calculations to obtain the calculated estimates,
using the same colors, are shown at the bottom of the figure. Ranges correspond to minimum and maximum annual estimations

obtained during the study period. All values are rounded for simplicity.
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World Parrot Day

World Parrot Day is on 31st May 2025 and is a global celebration of the beauty,
intelligence, and diversity of parrots. It is also a day to raise awareness about the
challenges they face in the wild. If you would like to participate in the day, you can join
in by using social media to:

+ Share a photo or video of one of your parrots and include a short story or fun fact
Highlight your support for parrot conservation or any species you work with
Tag @WorldParrotTrust on Facebook or @World_Parrot_Trust on Instagram and

use #WorldParrotDay so they can see and amplify your post
Vote in their Parrot of the Year poll and you could win a WPT membership and a

feature in their PsittaScene Magazine (https://parrots.org/polls/poty-2025/)

Frotecting Poarrots Worldwide

WORLD PARROT TRUST

CONTACT DETAILS

Prof. Colleen Downs
School of Life Sciences
cAPE 4 University of KwaZulu-Natal

P/Bag XO01, Scottsville, 3209
PARROT Err?fil: downc;o@z\lilzr?.ac.za

Cape Parrot Newsletter Editor: Tel:+27-33.2605 [27

Preshnee Singh
https://cpwg.ukzn.ac.za/ cell: 0829202026




