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Lape Parrot Counting 2021

Last year the COVID-19 crisis affected the Cape Parrot Big Birding Day
(CPBBD) as travel was restricted after the major lockdown. Instead
participants in the local areas continued the count so we have some data for
last year. It is unfortunately not as comprehensive as the previous years but
some data is better than none and everyone did their best under the
circumstances. Consequently there was no November/December Cape
Parrot Newsletter last year as there was not much to report back on
regarding the count. Many thanks to those who made the effort to continue

the count and provide data.

This year we are keen to get out there and participate in the 24th
CPBBD. The COVID infection rate is currently low in South Africa and the
safety protocols that are in place are keeping it relatively stable. However, we
urge participants of the count to still take the necessary precautions by
wearing masks, physically distancing and sanitizing or washing your hands
often. See page 4 of this newsletter for more information on how you can get

involved with the Cape Parrot count.

Cape Parrot Counting Day 2021

: CAPE Wanted

; Volunteers to
” PARROT | "chcune
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WORKING GROUP R

Sat 8th May (pm), & Sun 9thiMay (am)

Join,us in our @nhual evening and
morning Cape Parrot ¢ount to help save
one of South Africa's most endangered

birds
Contact: Prof Colleen T. Downs

School of Life Sciences,
University of KwaZulu-Natal, Pietermaritzburg

CAPE PARROT

(Poicephalus robustus)
Tel: 0829202026 (cell): 033-2605127/04 (),

033-3860947 (h), Email: downs@ukzn.ac.za
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Parrot Study on Illegal Trade

A recent article published in Biological Conservation titled “What drives the illegal parrot
trade? Applying a criminological model to market and seizure data in Indonesia”, looked at the factors
that influence the illegal trade of parrots. They applied the CRAAVED model, which was first

developed for understanding theft variation of stolen products, to parrots. CRAAVED stands for:

concealable, removable, accessible, abundance, valuable, enjoyable and disposable, and these factors
are either opportunity-based or demand-based and the interplay of these creates the elements of
illegal trade. Concealable, removable, accessible and abundance are opportunity-based while valuable ,

enjoyable and disposable are demand-based.

In the context of parrots the study classified the factors as follows: Concealable - Species that
could not be legally trapped which are harder to conceal from law enforcement; Removable - How
easy it is to remove a species from the wild; Accessible - Species found in areas where there is a
greater number of people may be at an increased risk of trade; Abundance - How common species
are; Valuable - [UCN RedList categorization was used as a proxy for value; Enjoyable - Species
attractiveness to potential customers; Disposable - The ease with which species can be sold in illicit

or licit markets.
Indonesia has about 85 or more parrot species with a high proportion of these endemic and
threatened. The study found that there were three significant predictive factors for parrot trade, i.e.

disposable, enjoyable and accessible. These findings can help us better understand the specific factors

that feed into illegal parrot trade and inform strategies to better conserve our parrots populations

worldwide.

Specifically with Cape Parrots, the work done by the various conservation groups regarding
trade, and the classification of the species in CITES, has made it more difficult in terms of
disposability. Cape Parrots are high on the enjoyable factor and will continue to be especially with the
species being rare. Conserving the current Cape Parrot habitat, which includes not just the forest
patches themselves but the surrounding grasslands as well, will help with the accessible factor. This

has also been found to be one of the key predictors of the populations viability.

Paper reference:

Pires, S.F., Oldh, G., Nandika, D., Agustina, D., Heinsohn, R. (2021). What drives the illegal parrot trade?

Applying a criminological model to market and seizure data in Indonesia. Biological Conservation 257.
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Talks & Conference Updates

The Pan-African Ornithological Congress (PAOC) held once every four PAOC
years has been postponed. In light of COVID-19 The Fifteenth PAOC

(PAOCI5) was to be held from the |5th to the 19th of November 202

at Elephant Hills Conference Centre, Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe. They

have since decided to postpone the event. Info and updates are available

on their website (www.paoc| 5.org/).

As part of the BirdLife SA Webinar series, Prof Colleen Downs and )
. . N\
Kate Carstens are presenting a Webinar on Cape Parrots on the 25 . .
BirdLife

May 2021 at 19h00. See www.birdlife.org.za/blsa-conversations/ for SOUTH AFRICA
. Giving Conservation Wings
more info.

The International Congress of Zoology (ICZ) will be
hosted in Cape Town with a focus on the human impact
to wildlife. With the COVID-19 pandemic it has been
moved to the 21st to the 26th of November 2021 and

is planned to be in conjunction with the biennial ZSSA . INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF ZOOLOGY
CAPETOWMN |SOUTH AFRICA | 2020

See www.icz2020.co.za for more info.

The International Ornithological Congress (IOC) will be hosted in

Durban from the 14th to the 20th of August 2022. South Africa’s

only endemic parrot, the Cape Parrot, was chosen to be the

symbol of the congress and was drawn by artist Nicky Kirby. The
organizers of the congress plan to make the event as accessible as
possible not only to students and early career researchers, but to

the local birding community as well. This will be achieved by the

availability of virtual passes for certain talks and symposia. See

www.iocongress2022.com for more info and follow the social

media channels for updates and interesting content.
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Lontact persons for Cape Parrot big Birding Day

Area

08 & 09 May 2021

Contact number

Name

(See next page for map)

Email

Overall co-ordinator

Colleen Downs

033 260 5127; 082 920 2026

downs@ukzn.ac.za

Karkloof

John & Jenny Robinson

033 502 9090; 082 443 3805

tomrob@mweb.co.za

Midlands conservancies:
Dargle/ Nottingham Rd/
Balgowan, Fort

Sally Cummings

033 3307175; 072 119 4253

sally.j.cummin mail.com

Hazel van Rooyen

039 315 5904; 072 355 8837

Nottingham

Byrne Valley James Bannatyne 079 516 1261 jabe@absamail.co.za

Boston Barbara & Glyn Bullock | 084 304 9842; 084 352 9864 grbullock@telkomsa.net
Crystelle Wilson 082 723 5158 wilsonc@wirelessza.co.za

Bulwer Russell Hill 082 923 9649 carolhill@futurenet.co.za

Creighton/Donnybrook Malcolm Gemmell 082 789 5000 info@buttonbirding.com
Colleen Downs

Ngeli Eebee Ally 072 466 5466 eebee.sa@gmail.com
Preshnee Singh 076 666 9488 preshnee.singh@gmail.com

Mpur/Glengarry Barrie Willis 039 312 1311 willisbury@telkomsa.net

vanrooyenb@worldonline.co.za

Alfred Nzo Region,
namely: Ntsiswa, Gomo,
Bulembu, Tonti,
Amanzinyama and Xhama
Forest

Dean Ricketts

082 432 5104

Dean.Rickets@deaet.ecape.gov.za

Mthatha Helen Dalton 084 801 9560; 043 726 0513 Helen@starlightsa.com
Langeni / Matiwane Bertus Bouwer (w)
Ngcobo 082 856 3982; 043 726 0513
W)
Hogsback Cassie Carstens 082 321 3302 hogsback@wildbirdtrust.com

Stutterheim

Donald Kemp
lan Taylor
Andre van Deventer

073 427 2119; 043 683 1661
083 251 2145

donald@barkaybirds.co.za
ian@rancetimber.co.za
Andre@RanceTimber.co.za

Wild Coast (Port St Johns)

Kathryn Costello

047 564 1240

outspan@wildcoast.co.za

Mbotyi Mbotyi River Lodge 039 253 7200/01 info@mbotyi.co.za
KWT/Alice Peter Mather-Pike 043 740 3566; 082 924 8514 peter@calith.co.za

Magoebaskloof/Woodbush

David Letsoalo

083 568 4678

info@krm.co.za

Wolkberg/Lekgalameetse
Nature Reserve

John Davis

076 527 9632

johnd@ewt.org.za
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Main areas covered by coordinators on the Cape Parrot Big Birding Day
(Limpopo areas not shown)

CONTACT DETAILS

Prof. Colleen Downs
School of Life Sciences
GAPE University of KwaZulu-Natal

PARROT P/Bag X01, Scottsville, 3209

. Email: downs@ukzn.ac.za
Cape Parrot Newsletter Editor: WORKING GROUP .
Preshnee Singh Tel:+27-33-2605127

cell: 0829202026




