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The annual Cape Parrot Big Birding Day (CPBBD) is in its 21st year! A 
big thank you to all who have participated over the years. Your contributions 
have been invaluable as the more we know about this species the better we 
can help conserve it. The annual count has provided information on Cape par-
rot population trends and numbers as well as distribution data. The reports of 
incidences on illegal hunting, cutting down of forests, and capture of parrots 
have also come to light.  

Every year a group of students from the University of KwaZulu-Natal 
have assisted in monitoring the forests around Ingeli in southern KZN, which 
has the typical forests where Cape Par-
rots occur. They have gained so much 
from it that several students are regulars 
that participate in the count every year.  

It is a big achievement to have kept 
this initiative going for the past 20 years 
and let’s hope we can keep it up for 
more. See page 4 of this newsletter for 
more information on how you can get 
involved with the Cape Parrot count this 
year. Please encourage as many people as 
possible to participate and let us keep this 
going!  
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Upcoming IOC 2018 
This year will be the 27th International Ornithological Congress (IOC). It will be from 19 to 26 
August and will be held in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. The IOC is considered the old-
est and most prestigious of meetings for bird scientists. The Congress occurs every four years 
since 1884. Interestingly a new initiative, the Vancouver International Bird Festival (VIBF) is 
planned to be launched together with the congress. It aims to promote a love of nature and 
birds by engaging the public with the plan of becoming an annual event. 

Woolies Cape parrot bag a success 
Last year bags4good, a company that creates custom shopping bags in an effort to reduce 

the use of single-use plastic bags while raising funds for worthy causes, created a Cape parrot 
themed bag. Bags were sold at Woolworths grocery stores and this initiative was supported by 
BirdLife South Africa’s Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas Programme. For every bag sold, 
Woolworths donated R10 to BirdLife South Africa. A proportion of those funds will go to support 
the annual Cape parrot count and UKZN forestry research. The bags were very popular and sold 
out so quickly that there will possibly be a second round of production. The bags also brought at-
tention to the plight of the parrots and got people thinking and wanting to get involved with con-
servation initiatives. For more information about the initiative, please visit their website: http://
bags4good.org.za/cape-parrots  
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Places to stay and see Cape Parrots 
Self catering cottage called "Nibelheim" in Hogsback 
 
Parrots in the garden on most days when 
the apple trees are fruiting.  
 
Contact: 
Graham & Michele Russell 
Phone: 0459621084 or 0823746583 
Email: gandm@procomp.co.za 
Website: www.nibelheim.co.za 

Self catering cottage called “Owl cottage” that sleeps 
6 right in the Kloof at Haenertsburg, A.44.2 
on R71 Magoebaskloof 
 
Flocks of 30+ Cape Parrots feeding on pecans especially in Febru-
ary.  
 
Contact: Phil And Tig Warne  
Phone: 082 853 9950 
Website www.owlcottage.co.za 

Granny Mouse House in Hogsback 
 
Contact: 
Ingrid  
Phone: 0459621259 or 0832611144 
Email: ingi@iafrica.com 
Website: http://www.grannymousehouse.co.za  

Khululeka Retreat at the Ntafufu River mouth on the Wild Coast 
 
Contact:  
Armin von Lengeling  
Phone: 0721943644 
Email: stay@khululeka.co.za 
Website: www.khululeka.co.za  

Wild Coast Drifters has 5 little basic lodges along 
the Wild Coast between Mkambati and Port St 
Johns. They are at Msikaba, Port Grosvenor, Luphatana, Manteku 
and Ntafufu.  
 
All have extensive indigenous forests around them and Cape Par-
rots sighted at all sites from time to time. Self catering.  
 
Bookings can be made through Belinda@drifters.co.za 

Creighton KwaZulu-Natal, the guest house 
run by Malcolm and Gail Gemmell is 
recommended. Malcolm has been a stalwart in 
organising and co-ordinating the CPBBD in the 
greater Creighton area and runs Button birding 
 
Website: www.buttonbirding.com  

In Bulwer KwaZulu-Natal, there is the excellent 
Marutswa Board Walk close to the village.  
Website: www.treeroutes.co.za/project-marutswa-
forestboardwalk-bulwer 
 
There are bird guides who know the parrots and other forest 
specials. There 
are several B&Bs in Bulwer. In addition the nearby Ashtonvale 
Guest Farm, run by Carol 
and Russell Hill who have co-ordinated the CPBBD in the Bulwer 
area the past 14 years, is also recommended. 
Website: www.ashtonvaleguestfarm.co.za 

In the Amatole region there are a number of B&Bs in Stutterheim 
and Hogsback and Shire 
 
Eco Lodge on the forest edge run by Rob Scott is recommended  
 
Website: www.shire.co.za 

Ingeli Forest Lodge is nestled below the Ingeli Mountain range and 
surrounded by breath taking indigenous forests  
 
Contact: Clinton Armour  
Phone: 0395530600  
Website: www.ingeliforestlodge.com 

KZN Bulwer - Hillside Lodge are offering a discount of up to fifty 
percent, depending on numbers in the group for CPBBD.  
 
The cape parrot is present almost every day and can be viewed 
from the chairs on the veranda. 
 
Website: www.hillsidelodge-bulwer.com 
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Contact persons for Cape Parrot Big Birding Day   
      May 2018   (See next page for map) 
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C O N T A C T  D E T A I L S  
 

Prof. Colleen Downs 
School of Life Sciences 

University of KwaZulu-Natal 
P/Bag X01, Scottsville, 3209 
Email: downs@ukzn.ac.za 

Tel:+27-33-2605127 
cell: 0829202026 

Cape Parrot Newsletter Editor: 
Preshnee Singh 

Main areas covered by coordinators on the Cape Parrot Big Birding Day 
(Limpopo areas not shown)  


