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This year bags4good, a company that creates custom shopping bags in 
an effort to reduce the use of single-use plastic bags while raising funds for 
worthy causes, have created a Cape parrot themed bag. Bags are sold at any 
Woolworths grocery stores and this initiative is with BirdLife South Africa’s 
Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas Programme. For every bag sold, Wool-
worths will donate R10 to BirdLife South Africa and these funds will go to 
support the annual Cape parrot count. Please see their website for more 
about the initiative: http://bags4good.org.za/cape-parrots and go get this beau-
tiful bag to support Cape parrots! 
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UKZN student volunteers for Cape Parrot Big Birding Day 2017 

The 20th annual Cape Parrot Big Birding Day (CPBBD) took place on 6th and 7th May this year. 

Every year a group of students from the University of KwaZulu-Natal assist in monitoring the forests 

around Ingeli in southern KZN which has the typical forests where Cape Parrots occur. We set out 

from the Pietermaritzburg campus early Saturday morning to Ingeli. After last  years little adventure with 

vehicles breaking down, this year was much smoother sailing. We set up camp and divided into groups 

to cover the Ingeli and Empasheni forests. On request of the local forest rangers we also sent a group to 

explore a forest patch that sits in between the Ingeli and Empasheni patches, called Elandsbosfontein. 

Unfortunately that team did not have much success with spotting parrots and were a bit disheartened. It 

was and is a good consideration though as Cape parrots are nomadic and could be in any of these patch-

es at any time. We may explore this patch more in the future.  
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This year the combined congress of the Entomological and 

Zoological Societies of Southern Africa (ESSA & ZSSA) had 

their 2017 meeting. The congress was held from 3rd to 7th 

July at the CSIR Convention Centre in Pretoria.  

 The main topics covered by the congress relevant to 

Cape parrots included a symposium on science in society. 

Some talks in this symposium focused on nurturing citizen 

science and the discussion portion highlighted the need for 

scientists to reach out and advise the rest of society. One of the key points was how scientists fail 

to engage with society and scientific ideas and principles are therefore misinterpreted. The Cape 

parrot big birding day uses citizen science as it relies mostly on non-scientists to collect data about 

Cape parrots. This initiative works because people are interested in participating for their own rea-

sons and volunteer for the task. In contrast, one talk at the symposium showed a failed initiative as 

they encouraged participation through employment and after there were no funds enthusiasm for it 

waned. The main talk of the session showed remarkable success with an initiative that combined 

education and community involvement using multiple methods and, instead of monetary benefit, 

demonstrated benefits that appealed to the community they were working with. This multilevel ap-

proach can be applied to Cape parrot conservation and the first step for any and all of these initia-

tives has been education and awareness.  

 The other relevant idea regarding Cape parrots that emerged from the conference was this 

idea of functional diversity. Functional diversity considers the roles that species play in an area and 

not just the traditional count of number of species as an indicator for biodiversity. Cape parrots, 

feeding on what they do and being cavity nesters, have a unique function and provide something dif-

ferent to their habitat. Ideas around biodiversity and conservation will shift more towards this 

awareness of the functional role of species.            

ESSA/ZSSA 2017 
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Cape Parrot Big Birding Day 2017 
The CPBBD was held on 6th and 7th May this year. The areas of South Africa covered 

by the count included the Eastern Cape, KZN and Limpopo Provinces where Cape 

Parrots occur. This year at least 196 volunteers, fewer than last year, were posted at 79 

localities in the three provinces. Despite the poor weather on one of the days in many 

areas, at least 1409 parrots were seen during the afternoon count while 1719 were 

seen the following morning. The maximum number of Cape Parrots counted was 573 

in KZN, 209 in the former Transkei, 887 in the Eastern Cape, and 98 in Limpopo Prov-

ince. This suggests that there were at least 1767 Cape Parrots in the wild on the 

CPBBD in 2017. On the Sunday the parrots were observed at 69% of localities while 

on the Saturday at 74% of localities. Again several observers commented on how Pied 

Crows (Corvus albus) or Cape/Black Crows (C. capensis) or various raptors were dis-

turbing the Cape Parrots. Next year the CPBBD will be 

turning 21! 
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